
FAQS 

CANDIDATES 

Q: Do I have to know the occupation and employer of all the contributors over $100? 

A: Yes. The Act requires that a contributor’s occupation and employer be listed on the CCDR. 

Q: After I have filed my DOI (Declaration of Intention to Accept Campaign Contributions) do I 

need to file my PFDS (Personal Financial Disclosure Statement) within 15 days? 

A: No. By filing a DOI you have only achieved candidate status for the purposes of reporting 

campaign contributions and expenditures on CCDR (Campaign Contribution Disclosure 

Reports). In an election year, your PFDS is required to be filed within 15 days of qualifying. If 

you’re seeking a state-wide office, your PFDS is required to be filed within 7 days of qualifying. 

Q: What are the maximum contribution limits? 

A: Maximum contribution limits can be found here: http://ethics.ga.gov/contribution-limits/ 

Q: How may campaign contributions be expended? 

A: Campaign contributions may only be used to defray ordinary and necessary expenses. 

Ordinary and necessary is defined at O.C.G.A. § 21-5-3(18) 

Q: Is it the duty of the candidate to submit the DOI to the Commission? 

A: Only if the candidate is running for state or state-wide election. Local candidates file their 

DOI with their local filing entity. 

Q: What is and In-kind contribution? 

A: Any item of value other than money received by a candidate or any committee. In-kind 

contributions are treated the same as if the candidate had received cash from the contributor and 

are subject to the maximum contribution limits. Additionally, in-kind contributions must be 

aggregated with other contributions, in-kind or cash, by the same contributor. See Rule 189-06-

.07 

Q: Can campaign contributions be used to pay late fees? 

A: ate filing fees for CCDRs can be paid out of campaign funds. However, late filing fees for 

PFDS cannot be paid with campaign funds. If using campaign funds to pay for a CCDR late fee, 

then that late fee payment must be recorded as an expenditure on the applicable CCDR. 

Q: Are late fee payments in-kind contributions? 

A: No. 

Q: When is a Final Report & Termination Statement (FR&TS) due for a local filer who 

submitted an affidavit of exemption? 



A: An unsuccessful candidate can file a Final Report & Termination Statement within 10 days 

after the general, as long as they are not in office, has no campaign debt, and a zero net balance. 

Q: Is a Two Business Day Report (TBD) due if I submitted an affidavit not exceed $2500.00 in 

contributions and expenditures? 

A: No. A TBD is only due if you exceed $2,500. 

Q: Is there a grace period for PFDS? 

A: There is no grace period to file a PFDS. 

LOBBYIST 

Q: This is my first time registering as a lobbyist. What fees am I required to pay? 

A: There is no fee to register as a lobbyist in the state of Georgia; however, lobbyists are 

required to pay a $20 badge fee when submitting the initial lobbyist registration application. 

Additionally, there is a $10 application fee for each supplemental registration. 

Q: Who can authorize me to lobby? 

A: The person or agency employing, appointing, or authorizing the applicant to lobby on its 

behalf. 

Q: Where do I terminate my lobbyist registration? 

A: Login to the e-filing system and select “group info”. Please note that if you terminate your 

registration in the middle of a reporting period, you are still required to file a lobbyist disclosure 

report for that reporting period. 

Q: Where can I find a list of all registered lobbyists? 

A: Click on the search records link, Lobbyist Reports, Lobbyist Roster. Enter the applicable 

information and select Get Report. 

PUBLIC OFFICIALS 

Q: When does an incumbent file a PFDS in an election year? 

A: In an election year, an incumbent seeking re-election must file a PFDS within 15 days of 

qualifying. However if the incumbent holds a statewide office, then he/she must file a PFDS 

within 7 days of qualifying in an election year. 

Q: I am an elected official do I need to list my salary from the state in section 9 of the Personal 

Financial Disclosure Statement? 

A: It is advised that the salary be listed. 



Q: What should a filer do if he/she is listed as a delinquent filer and believes that he/she has filed 

reports? 

A: Review your records. Identify what you should have filed and what you did file. If you feel 

the late fee is incorrect contact the Commission by calling (404)4631980 or emailing 

latefees@ethics.ga.gov. 

Q: Is a paid late fee considered an amount that needs to be counted in the $2500 contribution 

amount? 

A: Only if it has been paid with campaign funds. 

Q: What should a candidate and a qualifying officer do if a candidate withdraws from the 

election? 

A: The qualifying officer should enter the withdrawn date in the QOERS. The candidate is still 

responsible for filing reports as if they had not withdrawn from the election. 

NON-CANDIDATE COMMITTEES 

Q: Where does a local ballot committee file their FORM RO? 

A: In the case of any proposed question which is to appear on the ballot in a County or municipal 

election, the registration is required to be filed with the local filing entity. 

Q: Can a PAC make independent expenditures? 

A: Yes, however the PAC would have to register separately as an independent committee. Please 

See Advisory Opinion 2015-02. 

Q: What is the maximum amount I can contribute to a PAC? 

A: There is no maximum contribution limit for contributions made to a PAC. 

Q: Is a PAC registration on an annual basis or only if contributions exceed $25,000.00? 

A: Registration is annual, but only has to be submitted if the PAC crosses $25,000.00 in 

contributions and expenditures to candidates and public officials in Georgia in a calendar year. 

Q: Does the Georgia Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Act specify how a PAC 

must be organized? 

A: No, the ACT does not speak to the formalities of setting up a PAC. It only states that if a PAC 

raises or spends more than $25,000.00 in contributions and expenditures to candidates/public 

officials in Georgia, they are required to register and report at the same time and place as the 

candidates they are supporting. 

LOCAL FILING ENTITIES 



Q: One of my candidates/public officials completed the affidavit of exemption not to exceed 

$2500 and has accepted $2500 exactly. Are they required to file a June 30th CCDR? 

A: No, reporting is only required if they exceed $2,500. 

Q: Can local filing officers email reports rather than efaxing? 

A: Reports can either be efaxed or scanned and emailed to localreports@ethics.ga.gov 

Q: Where can I find qualifying dates? 

A: Contact the SOS Elections Division or your local filing entity to get information on qualifying 

dates. 

Q: I accidentally mailed my candidates DOI/CCDR/ PFD to the Commission and it should have 

been e-faxed. Will I be penalized? 

A: No, simply send a self-addressed stamped envelope with sufficient postage and we will return 

the original documents to you. 

Q: Are the local election superintendents still considered filing officers? 

A: The local filing entity at the municipal level is the city clerk, and at the county level is the 

election superintendent. 

Q: Can local filing officers notarize reports for candidates/public officials? 

A: Yes. 

 


